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DEDICATION. 


To his Grace” we Duke of 


* 


wan L BOROUGH. A 


«rr, 


1 Lan Bale, 


OUR grace my Udall ſome _ 
months fince, a ſtranger had 


* - 


4 G 


the honour to be in the ne box 


with you at Covent-Garden theatre; 
and that you were pleaſed (with 


that Politeneſs, which is the great 


ornament of dignity) to enter into 


converſation with lp *Tis he who 


dedicates this. treatiſe to. your. moſt 
reſpected name: who at that time, 
without knowing your quality, was 

r Fog LE to hear ſo 


[13 17 ö much 


ok - 4 
IR... v7 
3 E 

a g 


much knowledge, Lene, and candour 


from ſo young a perſon: and who 
when he afterwards underſtood your 
high rank, rgoiced,) Jo cha proſpeet 
for his country.” 
The delicacy be fork iment, _ | 
tze regard for virtue and for decen- 
cy, which your grace then expreſſ- 
ech perſuade him chat this pamphlet, 
written expresſly in their cauſe, will 
not be deny d your patronage : 
he is happy that in ſelecting an 
Sample ; of virtue to oppoſe againſt 
| the ace of faſhionable folly, it was 
impoſſible | to fix any where ſo juſtly 


* on a lady allied to your grace s 


- moſt, — 8 family:; and 
the honour to be, with the 


| peateſt deference: oP, reſ Ps. 0h 
08 * Lord I Dal, b bs | 
27 5 Grace 5 at hand, | 
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ot YA i 1 leaſt une when they 
2 80 * 7 may be uſeful, Bain impor- 
Pra tance] *Tis in this "Light 1 
er _conlider the e Engl . theatre 
in its preſent c ;nditio 
tion which is ſhewn to its kae. 
proves the ſtage may be ſerviceable to "the 
' morals, and to the. genera y intereſt of the 
people, 1 perſuade myſelf, T may be ex 
cuſed for treating ſo licht 4 ſubject feri- 
ouſly ; add addreſſing theſe” thoughts, is 
more than che common audi erces. * 
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this ſhall be to their advantage, 


- 
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Till of late, ſo few ee the 6 
| that the influence, wh yhether, good... or bad, 


their diſgrace, depends entirely on 2 


conduct of them. They will be capable 
the Freatelt gog | where, they are 


— frequented ; but there may alſo 


ariſe, in from, them, in the! fame propor- 


tion. This is a reaſon, -why A Herious te- 
gard; ſhould, be paid to. them at 8 at: 


could, not be extenſive,:.. but tis no the 


general. amuſement of the public; and 
: what 


d or ill impreſſiong ate received. 


89 


Will be univerſal. On the, virtues, and 


manners of a — depends the prof» 
of a ſtate; theſe will be influence 

penity. Xx 

ed by the theatres 3, hs FER is therefore : 

_— of 
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Cay 
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f 2 public IC . 3 a the government 


only, can prudently be entruſted, with the 


care of them. While a, private hand directs 
the "influence. of this. important article, 


the  proſpetity, | the glory, nay, perhaps, 


che exiſtence of the Tate, are capable of 
miſchief, from too frivolous a cauſe. The 
folly, or "the avarice, of ſome one mean 


TAS. may threaten the general welfare; 


and 50 . or een Wi 


« * Pg - * 


* * 4 9 I 2 ; 
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Tur generality of. men, receive more 


eably, and retain more firmly wh they 


| hear, than what they. read. The hiſtory 


leffons of morality. 


1444 - - 


of our king 85 is more known from Shakeſ- 
pear, than, Rapin 3 and Caro has taught 
more ſtubborn, virtue, than all the other 


4 N 
e Arnet! 
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8 and vice may be taught 4 
ay. and they will be retained as firm- 
Nr _ B - | ly 
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| ys in the memory,. . Voung people recelve 


almoſt « their Aſt ; impreſſions from the g 
Hage: v : what f is Mgt there, is Ws ele- 


W 


. the attention, becauſe it attracks tl 
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imagination; 1 and what has been felt, A 
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 oken, will. be lon 8 remembered. 
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Bur chere is 3 more: . 


Ie 


80 thither not only to ſee the play, but 


to ſee one another, and even this demands 


. ſome regulation. To ſhew, Mrs. Spencer 


4 


"covered with jewels, * yet more adorn d 
With modeſty; 2 to fay before a thou- 


OY "young ind” docile minds; fee the 


24 and conſequence P virtue ! But, 


- 
„ 


the other band, to place the faſhion- 


1 Able proſtitute, with equal glare, in the 
ſame point of view; is to ſay to the ſame 


hearers, (while ſhe rolls about her drunken 
eyes in wantonneſs) © Ibo would be ; honeft, 
71 : L.% $4 | | when 


00 xr) 


ben this comes from profltutio 7 "Wo 
00 17 be an bumble a e this is the 
gt condition of the miſtreſt? © 51012 1211 wy 2 £23 
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A theatre, Mot 4 may: l —— 7 double 


4 id wt 


"ſervice, or of equal injury to a people; ; 


2 


2 


by, the example it ſhews of the events of 
human actions, and by che abjects it 
propoſes, in this "accidental way, for imi- 
tation. The expence and idleneſs a theatre 


5 occaſions, have been moſt conſidered: but 
the people of London can afford the charge; 


and when a playhouſe is well conducted, 


there are few places where they can 
better ſpend the hours of leiſure : but if 


| ſomething more than this might not be 
done, the preſe nt article would have eſ⸗ 
Eaped conſideration. 


. 


Tus are . brake) and diſadvant- 
ages, that may ariſe to the public from a 
theatre. Which of them the people ſhall 


recelye 
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even the vices of a people, the theatre 


i e 


The choice of plays, and the din poſition of 
the a audience in the moſt conſpi picuous | places, 
- will determine whether the ſtage ſhall be 
2 nurſery of vice, or ſchool of virtue. This 
*thews the ſubject under ealy heads; the 
real damages, and the poſſible advantages; 
the preſent dee * what 2 
had. better. 0 11 * 2 | 
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5 tbe 22 of th * Theatre. 


11 EN plays” are ſo ſelected as 


"es, fltter the follies, and encourage 


8 ief; and this will 
becomes a public miſchief; this 
ah 1 4 N 7 my » | | 
way be the caſe, when an - intereſted 
* a . - = * | 
— he 4 1 * | * * * F * 1 1 | % 5 
, : | i IS, Eu q * C'S y 75 g , WS - ; 


«is: * 
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ited” nas the direQon': for "tis wa 
tude will go * moſt frequently, whi ere they! 
are moſt flattered; and the adbantage of 
the ' proprietor, will be 'propottionetf ts 2 
miſchief, which le does the "public. © 
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Suen Marks fhould be elected, " ſt, in, 


4499 


che moſt pleaſing light thoſe virtues, which 
are the oppoſite to the faſhionable VICES 2 


1 


but under the management of Y private 


perſon, _this will ot be done. 3 beca 


ver. ; Certainly, ts 


* 
m. 


1 


E 


miſſead Morn Be but the its for plays 
is 16 high, chat they would" go to good | 
he nl if chere were no other. ä 


* 2480384 * 4. + ; 4 


Tex, reſult. * theſe general, thoughts, is is 


not les, obvious, | than 3 5 is weighty... 5 
che regulation. of the ſtage, ſhould be in 
the Power of ſome * not intereſted 


in 
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in the wenn Tbe morals. of che 
people demand this care; and the ads. 


vantages which may ariſe to the govern- 


ment, are 10 inconfderable t 5 


3 1 + 4 
4 6 
* 
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tail: = * propriety, ls to "os 
the juſt phraſe, che nec 


ity of ſuch a 
lep. wil riſe in the” fame view: © 


52 df of 2-29; 35 


1 ernie, 2 diſimulation, ne degli I 
villany, are are : the great leſſons of thoſe 


e* 2 


comedies , in which 2 people too much. 


aban doned to licentioyſneſs, and frayd,. 
and falſhood, take moſt delight : there- 
fore, the preſent practice ſelects theſe 3: 
and in that flattering glaſs of fair : repre- 
ſentation, ſhews them the gay and gloſly 
outſide of themſelves, 8 g all” Wh. ; 


in. They came inclined' to ill ; they go 
wavy” heap d; they are the Perſons moſt 


B 


1 


" tainted 


\ * 
"IS: * 
9 * : * 
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80 


tainted with their own vices thiive,. and 
are reſpected: they laugh at themſelves, 
for being but half abandoned; and give 
| up all te rapine, andi to ple: bg 


Is tragedy, where patient virtue, and 2 
manly reſolution, ſhould” meet with their 
| reward i in "happineſs and honour; the inno- 
cent alone x eriſh. Tis not that the writers) 
of our count Have left no others; ; but 
"i hecauſe theſe” beſt pleaſe a =ople! too 
Baer 3 to vice, and too little/ 
irepgthened, by... chat firm mind which 
Was , the. charac r of their. great, anceſ- 
tors. The others ſhould be. choſen 3 ; for tho! 
abundant. wealth. has brought in luxury, 
it only threatens us with, an effeminacy, of 
manners : e are not yet ſunk into it. Ho- 


neſt tragedy. would reſtore us to ourſ el Ives : :, 
our reſolution, and our antique ſpirit are not 


22 117 \ " ; 2 : 
& f 1 5 


; = Rs 
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| Fr FER ny ficken; andithis ſhould oy 
the medicine. Our ſea officers have ſhewn: 
chat a years abſence from this ſchool of 
ne hardens the in and he a 


"TE ET 


uented, 3 us che empties. or the Pole 
A but unleſs che intereſted conductor 
oſ the ſeenes, ofcape the. miſchief of thoſe 
examples, which - ; they give. the | public, 
 two-pence a year adv ntage would make 
_ them deal out death inſtead of, health. 


S#K £ 18 0 e 


| 1 the leffer aticles, particu atly in 

| abominable dif poſition of an ae. in 
dl the moſt con ſpicuous places, the” preſeait 
management is of the fame ill character; 
and the ſame ' pernicious conſequences will 
not fall to follow!** The theatre ſhews 
before . "young | ad, N 4 "prof a 


th a e 


"IE 74 
0 * 


3 5 5 ates 


titutes in real life; ug as it gives villains 3 in 
the fictitious character ; it ſets the gay out- 
ſide full to the thoughtleſs view of thoſe. 
| who are moſt likely to be influenced by 
the fight; but does not, nor can ſhew 
them, what is concealed; the tortured. 
conſcience, and the man gled conſtitution; 
the hoſpital, neglect, and miſerable infamy, 
which makes death mercy. i 7 


5 - _ — 


wo mixture 85 various N in the 
1 places of inferior price, cannot be eaſily 
| avoided ; nor is the miſchief half ſo great: 


for they fit undiſtinguiſhed in the gallery, 
who attract every eye in the front of che 


| boxes. Theſe places were | reſerved-for 


other purpoſes : they were the ſeats once 

of perſons of fam and faſhion; ; and 
theſe are yet the only places into 
which theſe can go. But with what 
e N company 
2 8 


— 


cident theſe women "Ire Jet i in, for pl Ces 


Ba rs 


company” are they now mixed, * by the 
unpardonable fault of theſe Who have the 
letting of the Tears!” Tis not by ac- 


chere are taken: but by the common proſe! 
titution of the houſe * (che lefler” officers 
following "the | example of their high! 
leaders) "theſe women have the beſt. 
A half crown gives at any time the pre 
ference. : 'Fis poſſible the places may be 


taken in falſe . names; but that fraud 


could not anſwer. Their ſer vants have 


vet dhe air ef the domeſtics, of people or 


| faſhion ; nor are their own faces unknown 
to thoſe - Who open the doors to them, 
'Tis: ſuffered, for it brings the men: and 
n will be always ſuffered, while the per- 


ſon who mould prevent the indecency, 
. the price. of the full houſe, 


AF. f 
3 FI ; bs E 


Wi be 


— + | 
We muſt be, dead. to honour. and to 
ſhame, H we can lock upon the conſe». 
auences. without indignation. Theſe ctrea - 
tutes call off the attention of the mem 
from the young women of honour; for 
modeſty, tho it can charm, does not allure | 
my "wanton invitation: and they delude 
tinually the doing and ms: men of 
folly are the lot of manʒ W will 
claim their ſhare among the higheſt. The 
deluſion is equal in the other ſex; and the 
effects ſhock us every day, tho we do 
not perceive they are the conſequences of 
this abuſe, While the pretty wife of ſome. 
induſtrious tradeſman ſcorns to live with her 
. humble. husband, after ſhe has ſeen... leſs. 
beauty glitter with the rewards of proſti· 
| tution; the booby ſon, of an Honourable, 
| father, feels the ſame; effect, tho! in a_dif- 
| | ferent | 


(26) 


ſwift upon the heels of 'theſe daddy: 


reſolutions :* but " they are not foreſeen. / 
To this oſtentation of the advantages of 
proſtitution; and ' theſe” opportunities of 
their allurements, we owe half the aban- 
oned wires, and diſobedient children 
which break the beſt hearts that remain 
among us: to this we owe, much more , 
than we are aware, the numbers of - 
married women of quality; and to this 
the diſgraceful matches of men of the ſame 
rank. There is no other place where 
theſe women can diſplay themſelves, and | 
| their gaudy fortunes to ſo much advant- 
age, or where they can mix ſo eaſily with 
the men; and what's'more ſhameful, with 
the women of honour. *Tis an offence to 
common decency to ſee a lady of repu- ; 


1 5 * with her daugh * whom. 
ſhe 


* 
e : "7 
4 * ; 


the has educated : with. 2 virtuous care, 
| and whoſe chaſte ears were never ſhock- 
ed with. the brutality; of a laſcivious con- 
verſation, placed on the ſame. ſeat with 
one of , theſe common creatures; and 
obliged to become confidants of all her 
aſſi gnations. At preſent, the lady, who 
ſhall find herſelf, f. 0 ſituated, has no choice 
but to leave the place; and this is becom- 
ing a cuſtom: but if our audiences had 
the old Athenian Yen, they would pre- 
vent "theſe inſults : 2 the pit would take 


virtue, decency, and innocence into their 
protection; and riſe with an uni verſal hiſs 


| upon the entrance & « one of theſe 


TOES 


mous women” into thoſe places. The 


ought to do this, for it is their own con- 
cern ; their wives and | daughters will be the 
lacrifices to the indulgence: and a fortune 


amaſed by the honeſt induſtry. of a life of 


F151 5 care 


728 
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1 


cate, Will be Sand by's a Nprobee n 
J years; upon Tuch" an" dbjet, — |. 
* wil be eay for the governinient'to" pres 
4 this; nor is it Beneath their Hötice. 
The king ef Frante did not account ſuch 
an offence to "public decency beheiths His 
character had *t Herſelf in "the boxes; 5 
and ſhe was told, by his erde That Ps 
2 place: 855 Ber“ nöd A Jai 


LJ 


add BY N Zazu, F LEVER N blo 23 


TO dn 1 One four wohnen 'of this 


* 


1 conduct * TY 3 * * fhould. Arun de 0 
public concern , this alone were ſufficient. 
but there is one of more immediate, 


tho” "nothing. can. be of more important, 


conſider aon. 5 2] 4 WT 95 3 i 7 Fa C 75 8 4 FO 30 | 
2 + « x37 4k £ 
Ta DEM 66 h might I 


N * be improved by a diſintereſted regu⸗ 
lation of the playhouſes; but the govern- 


5 5 ment 


we 2 * 


e 


. there cam be no 
: period hon this will be more neceſſary. | 
che theatre has been diſregarded by thoſe 
Who, in öchér utmes, had the care of pub 
Jie affairs Lonbecauſe the ſums 0 uch it 
Produced were, triflinga but; tis otherwiſe 
BOW ; nor is chere any reaſon or; pretence 
Why thoſe: who have the profits of cit, 
mould not contribute their ſhare with 
others; of the public exp 
Wa hape been evinpalled into 4 wat 
with 4 powerful eneltiy;* und for a tittie 
the er was on tlie ether ſide 3 . 
how entirely on ours; and the unfuckeſs. 
Tat enemy is reduced tö the verge 
ruin: wears" reduced with her the” bd 
$616: "far adbaftages againſt” 10 great PX 
Nation are not o obtained without experiftve 


armaments. At preſent, England * and 


Me 2 £1695 yoo 


MW Pronce appear as two ſpent ſwimmers ; 


D :; ++ me 


l 1 * 8 y 


: f 5 * * 0 | 
and he that can keep 'a little longer * 


debe water, gains the victory. The ad- 


gourable- readinefs - but the will dees not 


In tuch a critical timo hat- 
ily” and honeftly ſfwould 
be called in; and plainly this 
dition of the theatces. No taxes are ra 


+ + 4s 


o ealily;; -< or paid fo,.c 
upon che amuſements. of a people; and 
tor, gain ſo large 2 ſupply, and 
2 the. ſame me time to improve the ſource 


from whence it ſprings, is an object not un- 


Sgt 


| the conſideration of an. honeft ſtataſ · 


T a f o þ Wes 4 mp 2 4 pr : * 4 * 4 Py Av > 9 * : 
; 7 . 3h aſe" ; Tx," ; ＋ 
2 * 8 . 1 «as 4 . 8 Y SIE. 22 
— 
- „ JJ a <a A 
3 Eb Sand «EZ & 3 E * {a3 bo e 
* 4 8 - we . . 3 34 N 
5 85 — — 
£4 N 
* 
l 
C4 
—_ 
; 4 
; * 


Huntage of carrying on th war in ſuch 
&:ftuation is evident ; but the fupplies re- 


tho con- 


(4). 


trated temp reaſon why thoſe che 
po: Fortunes by the management of 3 
play-houſe ſhould enjoy the diſtinguiſhes 
tk of going untaxed; let thoſe h 
W it, ſay what it is: to me the omiſ- 

- Lon appears n other than an abſalute 
overſight; or a neglect af the ſubject, as 
unwotthy regard, from its not being ben 6 
what Way -the, produce. 


© - + 


All other ranks of people are taxed ; 

and they pay it chearfully; places, and em- 
ployments, tho their ſalary be the real pay 
tion to the public charge: nay, the 
exoepted; nor do thoſe deſire it who r- 
ceive them. Merchants, who raiſe our 
ſailors ; tradeſmen, who employ the in- 
| daſtrious and ho eſt poor, pay duties in 
dar ſeveral articles: what reaſon can there 
* he 


1 


26), 


be theſe ſhould. eſcape, who do the: —_ 
no exemplary good ;. and .who ſry * 
the. idle, and often the abandoned? ole © . 


© Tus leaſt things are taxed among us; 

why / then ſhould the greater eſcape? | 
The pamphlet Iam writing,” even while it 
points out the exemption of others, pays 
its "ſhare: to the public; and if we ſtate 

| the account fairly, this is not a ſmall | 
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TRE paper will _ ſeventeen tillings 
and fixpence | "which makes two hundred 
and. fifty”; for more cannot be expected to 
ſell, as there is neither ſcandal, obſcenity Y 
nor blaſphemy, to recommend it: the print- | ; 

ing will amount to one pound eleven ſhil-⸗ 
lings ; e advertiſing to five ee and * 

the 90 to five ſhillings. | 'T * 
of the fale will be nine pounds: : the-pub- 


nber demands the reſt,” according to the ; BI 7 


F at * 


__ „ 


[C8 


rules of. trade. of the money paid ing. Tg 
the advertiſements, two thitds' goes to the 
public; 3 and adding to this the duty, the | 
whole tax upon it amounts to "three | 
pounds ſixteen: ſhillings; and there is full | 
to be added alſo that on paper. Thüs 
while I gn a guinea, for myſelf; 1 ply 
the government four. The king has four 
fifths of what I get by honeſt labour; and 
he is welcome. If the farther neceſſities 
of the ſtate ſhould demand half of the poor 
remainder, he ſhall have it, and God 
bleſs him: III. write with. à leſs candle; 5 
and drink his health in water. ä 


Tur mind is not to be? commanded, :.. 
therefore - none can propoſe that another 
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fulneſs; but the ſtate may demand that 
he pay it; and the gold will ſerve 
che boldier, whether it domes by con. 
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fraint or freely. I would not venture 
to propoſe ſo large a ſhare of any 


dother's profits; nor would it be needful. 


Without exaggerating the accounts, or 
making an inordinate demand. One of 
the theatres, if I am not greatly deceived 
in my computation, may pay the govern- 


ment eleven thouſand pounds a year, and 


there will yet be enough left of the produce 
to ſupport the performers like gentlemen, 
and to place the capital ones among them 
upon a rank with thoſe who muſt be al- 


_ lowed, by prejudice elf, 1 ain | 


_ ſuperiors. „ 
 Fasmion,. which fills one of the thea- 


tres at preſent, may alſo crowd the other; 
| caprice. is guided eaſily, and there are 
enough people who love pleaſure. ' I have 


_ computed from theſmalleſt houſe ; therefore 


IT the other ta be but moderately 
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to [honeſt hn x who pay it: 555 = 
celſity. and. the. Propriety,. of ſuch/ta 


ſure ſhould, anſwer, al ſuch 3 0 
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but ſuch, a, management is, nei- 
ner NATrAL, NOT NN 2 910 We pay the 
dighteſ things, take 5 ins with thoſe 
conſider d as moſt meritorious, and Har- 
lequin 25 crowded” a many feats,” and 
for © many nights, as Richard. This 
might be done always, by an active vi- 
gilant, and diſintereſted" perten id the 
management; and all the good would fol- 
Tow. © As to the private intereſts of any 
particular perſon, „they wüght be enough 
| confider'd; tho*the abundant profits were not 
inal,” Tk in cen in the en 
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ar the board of trade. In reaſon, the like 
ments ſhould ſomething more tha 
13 7 but we do not limit the 
um o cloſely. The public will” pay 
| more for ami ſernent than 
this ew « kind of value” on their abies 
1 ' give it. Something "more, i ndeed 
4 great deal” more 1 t y 4 
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Ibs, pu bie never; fal 40 giye napplauſe 
equal Pr dps. and we have a firoog in» 
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nal in a ſpirited and eaſy geſture, = 
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4Fittegrity appointed by"the" wilhe"6f'd mp 
"Holler, er conductor ef the ftage or With 
Tome” other ſuch * tile,” Who alene "ſhall. 
eterinine" what eld phys "Dll be icted, 
and What new. ones Thall be feceivecb: 
and who thall uke charge of 0 che nd. 
ey recefved, and deff che neceſſary e. 
-penees ;" bung för the Rind 
"the -publie ©. As this” will be in G. 
es ef trüſt, it Will require 1 g 
. *AAkry z. But ir mould be"granted for no * 
term; dilly during à proper behaviour”1 | 
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-# _ | fions, 


4 
DP 


* 


1 181 


ks | Bead b Ius as ' ave re be) gulifideres 
bie gain a e prepristors yet the hu- 


mant) f de publke, never fails 26: lb 
them to a 3 N 
The number of ni 


e 


820 


overnment 


=”. Pee of the | MPs or tho 5 57 
when one of the tw | o houſes. was o pen'd 
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rity By „ Lebeg SA rrafited whip wag 
atre; and oppoſing, with all his power, the 
ſucech of another, ,cqually laudable, when 
d et the, other  bouſe. 
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pos d. che Mibplxszx-Hoszixar, and 
= the MousiciAxs CnARIT V had we not 


- =. * che Bosy Bopy, and the Wonpex, op- 


| ſeem them play d to empty benches, . BB : 


© When private intereſt has no ſhare in 61 i; ' 
appointment of plays for particular nights: 


we ſhall not ſee ohe of the theatres, thus 


kept in a forced oppoſition. to the other: . 


but this is not all, there is a great deal of ar- | 


_ rifice uſed, where very litt appears; 4 
by ſuch devices, more than from ſuperior 


deſert, one of the hodſes is crowded always, 


| and the other thin. It would have the 
appearance off perſonal calumny, were 
1 to enter into the particulars of this artful 


conduct: tis enough that it is known; and 
there is no need to trace it further; e 
4 ever private views ceaſe, by the theatres com- 
ing within the direction of the government, 


wee miſchiefs will * an end of courie; 
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